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Abstract:  
 
Seattle City Light (SCL) provides electric power to the City of Seattle as well as many of the surrounding 
suburbs. It serves 400,000 customers.  SCL is also a department of the City of Seattle.  Ninety percent of its 
power base is hydrogeneration, including major facilities it owns on the Skagit and Pend Oreille Rivers.  
While hydro power has many advantages, it does face growing risks.  The potential impacts of climate 
change on the utility have been a concern for some time.  SCL has records of the flows on the Skagit going 
back over 100 years.  This is sufficient to indicate significant changes in seasonal flows and flooding.  SCL 
must finely tune its operations to ensure fish protection while optimizing power production to serve its 
customers.  We are concerned about the impacts on our generation, load, operations and fish resources.  
 
In this presentation we will look at the changes to the system that have already occurred and what research 
from the Climate Impacts Group at the UW indicates for the future.  We will also highlight our future 
research plans and how we are working to change emissions patterns in the utility industry.  To help be a 
catalyst for change, SCL has been greenhouse gas neutral since 2005.  We will discuss how SCL was able 
to achieve this goal and how we are planning to ensure that we stay carbon neutral.  
 
Lynn Best, Ph.D, is the Director of Environmental Affairs and Real Estate at Seattle City Light.  
She is responsible for overseeing SCL’s activities to protect the natural environment, comply with 
regulations and operate in a sustainable manner. She oversees SCL’s award winning 
environmental programs including salmon recovery, license compliance, and the Greenhouse Gas 
Mitigation Program.  She also leads the effort to ensure that City Light is Carbon neutral (SCL has 
been since 2005), and to research the impacts of climate change on SCL’s hydrogeneration.  She 
received her Bachelor of Science degree from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and her 
doctorate from the University of Washington.   
 


